[Prolonged curarisation following succinylcholine injection on butyrylcholinesterase deficiency and potentiated by a lithium treatment: a case report].
Succinylcholine is a short-term curare which degradation depends on its quick hydrolysis by butyrylcholinesterase (or pseudocholinesterase). Thus, a butyrycholinesterase deficiency, congenital or acquired, is a cause of a prolonged neuromuscular block. From an autosomal recessive inheritance, genetic deficiency remains the first etiology. The most frequently discussed variant is the atypical variant which caused a 2 hours prolonged curarisation after administration of succinylcholine. We report a patient who had a prolonged curarisation after succinylcholine's injection, due to a congenital butyrylcholinestérase deficiency and contributed by a lithium treatment. Extubation was only possible 7 hours after administration of curare.